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Make the Regulations 
More User-Friendly

Implement Move 
Kannapolis Forward 2030 
Comprehensive Plan

Update & Modernize 
the Regulations

Purpose 
Statement

Reference to 
Use Standards

Density and 
Dimensional 
Standards in Table 
Form

Photos and 
Illustration
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Article 1 General Provisions

Article 2 Administration

Article 3 Zoning Districts

Article 4 Use Regulations

Article 5 Development Standards

Article 6 Subdivision Standards

Article 7 Nonconformities

Article 8 Enforcement

Article 9
Rules for Construction, Interpretation, 

and Measurement

Article 10 Definitions

Appendix A Supplemental Landscaping Requirements
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• Apply to the Kannapolis 
Development Ordinance 
generally

• Transitional provisions: what 
happens to ongoing and 
approved development when 
the new ordinance takes 
effect

1. General Provisions

1.1 Title

1.2 Authority

1.3 General Purpose and Intent

1.4 Applicability

1.5 Conformance with Adopted Plans

1.6
Relationships with Other Laws, 

Covenants, or Deeds

1.7 Zoning Map

1.8 Transitional Provisions

1.9 Vested Rights

1.10 Severability

1.11 Effective Date
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Consolidates all development 
review procedures

• Summary table of development 
review responsibilities

• Powers and duties of City Council, 
Planning and Zoning Commission, 
Board of Adjustment, and staff

• Standard application review 
procedures

• Procedures for each type of 
application

2.  Administration

2.1 Purpose and Organization of this Article

2.2
Summary Table of Development Review 

Responsibilities

2.3
Advisory and Decision-Making Bodies and 

Persons

2.4
Standard Application Requirements and 

Procedures

2.5
Application-Specific Review Procedures 

and Standards
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For each type of development 
approval or permit:

• Applicability
o When is this needed?

• Procedure
o What are the steps?

• Review Standards
o What to consider in approving or 

denying an application?
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• Conditional zoning procedure reorganized and updated

• Planned development procedure modernized

• Major/minor site plan distinction removed; all site plans approved by 
Planning Director

• Eliminated procedures
o Major subdivision sketch plan

o Subdivision exception

o Vested rights certificate

• New procedures:
o Tree removal permit

o Administrative adjustment

o Interpretations
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Consolidates all development 
standards into 13 subsections

5. Development Standards

5.1 Mobility, Circulation, and Connectivity Standards

5.2
Off-Street Parking, Bicycle Parking, and Loading 

Standards

5.3 Landscaping and Buffer Standards

5.4 Open Space Set-Aside Standards

5.5 Fence and Wall Standards

5.6 Exterior Lighting Standards

5.7 Form and Design Standards

5.8 Neighborhood Compatibility

5.9 Sign Standards

5.10 Stormwater Management Standards

5.11 Green Building Standards

5.12 Green Building Incentives

5.13 Traffic Impact Analysis
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• 5.1. Mobility, circulation, and 
connectivity standards
o Consolidates standards for 

streets, sidewalks, bicycle paths

o Addresses street connectivity, 
cross access, driveways, and 
stacking lanes

• 5.2. Off-street parking, 
bicycle parking, and loading 
standards
o New large parking lot standards

o New flexibility provisions 
(off-site, deferred, valet, etc.)

o New bicycle parking standards
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• 5.3. Landscaping and buffer standards
o Perimeter buffer standards updated

o Parking lot landscaping standards updated

o New species diversity requirement

• 5.4. Open space set-aside standards
o New generally applicable requirement for 

open space set-asides

o Allowable types of open space described

o Design standards

o Ownership and maintenance requirements
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• 5.5. Fence and wall standards
o New standards address location, 

height, material, appearance

• 5.6. Exterior lighting standards 
o New standards address hours 

illumination, brightness, height, 
shielding, energy efficiency, specific 
uses and features, measurement

• Security exemption
o Applicant may request exceptions 

to standards for security reasons
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• 5.7. Development form and design 
standards
o New standards apply to:

▪ Multifamily development
▪ Commercial and mixed-use development
▪ Large retail establishments
▪ Industrial and warehouse establishments

o Standards address building orientation and 
design, parking location, screening, etc.

• 5.8. Neighborhood compatibility 
standards
o New standards for lots adjacent to single 

family residential lots apply to:
▪ Nonresidential
▪ Mixed-use
▪ Multifamily

o Limits on building design, parking location, 
loading and storage areas, lighting, signage, 
operations, etc.
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• 5.9. Sign standards
o Generally carried forward

o Modifications to address court rulings

o Tables and definitions refined

• 5.10. Stormwater management 
standards
o Current requirements carried forward 

with some reorganization and 
refinements
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• 5.11. Sustainable/green building standards
o New minimum requirements for sustainable/green 

building

• 5.12. Sustainable/green building incentives
o Additional density (1 dwelling unit per acre)
o Additional height (1 story)
o Additional lot coverage (10 percent)

• Flexible, menu-based approach
o Energy conservation
o Alternative energy
o Green building certification
o Passive solar
o Water conservation and water quality
o Vegetation
o Urban agriculture
o Universal design
o Transportation
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• Adequate public facilities provisions 
generally not carried forward

• Traffic Impact Analysis addresses 
adequacy of transportation facilities
o Requirements currently being drafted
▪ When is TIA required?

▪ How are impacts measured?

▪ What mitigation is required?

▪ Process for review of TIAs
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Carries forward current 
regulations, with refinements

• References applicable 
development standards

• References LDSM where 
applicable

• Cluster subdivision 
refinements

• Guarantee requirements 
updated

6. Subdivision Standards

6.1 General Provisions

6.2 General Subdivision Standards

6.3 Lot and Block Design Standards

6.4 Cluster Subdivision Standards

6.5 Guarantees, Bonds, and Sureties
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• Carries forward and 
consolidates current 
enforcement provisions

• Addresses:

o What actions result in a violation of the 
zoning ordinance?

o What persons will be held responsible 
for violations?

o Who enforces the ordinance and what 
procedures do they use?

o What remedies and penalties are 
available to the city?

6. Enforcement

8.1 Purpose

8.2 Compliance Required

8.3 Violations

8.4 Responsible Persons

8.5 Enforcement Generally

8.6 Remedies and Penalties
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• Terms in Module 1 defined

• Module 2 terms will be added



Module 1 Draft | Kannapolis, NC 22

• Landscaping plan requirements

• Acceptable and prohibited 
species

• Landscaping installation 
requirements 
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• Commentary box at beginning of each 
article (will be removed in final draft)

• Footnotes throughout the draft (will be 
removed in final draft)

• Electronic version includes bookmarks 
and hyperlinks for navigation
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• Public comment period

• Stakeholder meetings

• Begin drafting Module 2

24
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